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The REPORT 


Of the Trustees of the Aiffionary Society of Conneéticut, td faid 
Society, convened at Norwalk, the 3d Tuefday of Fune, 1802. 


HILE we congratulate you, that, through the good 
hand of God upon you, you are again allowed to 
meet in General Affociation, not only to deliberate on the 
important interefts of thefe Churches, but as the Miffionary 
Society of this fate, to employ your counfels, and renew your 
exertions for the furtherance of the gofpel, in the new fettle- 
ments and among the heathen; we, having through the fame 
merciful hand continued to this time, and baving brought our 
proceedings to another annual termination, beg leave to pre- 
fent you with our report of them, and with fuch papers as may 
be neceflary for their illuftration. 

As the general concerns of the miffionary inffitution are 
committed to the management of the Truftees, we efteem 
ourfelves under a high refponfibility for our condu@, to him 
to whofe kingdom they more immediately relate, ang to the 
Miffionary Society whofe agents we are. ‘To them we have 
thought it our duty, a duty which we have cheerfully perform- 
ed, annually to make a particular ftatement of the conduét 
and fuccefs of their miffionaries, of the ftate of their funds, 
and of all our procecdings. mY, 
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We are exceedingly happy not only in the abundant labours 
ef our miMionaries;—.n their fidelity and fuccefs,——and in the 
civine {miles on our miffionary inftitution, but in that har- 
mony and brotherly affection which have fubfifted among our. 
telves: That we have fcen eye to eye, and have proceeded i in 
a.! our tranfactions with the moft perfeét unanimity. We 
perfuade ourfelves that it is an omen for good, and that our 
proceedings will meet the approbation of eur conftituents and 
of our judze. 

‘That the divine {miles have fo remarkably attended the m1fi- 
cnary inftitution, and that they {till attend it, in the liberality of 
our good people, in the ain of our funds, in the fuccefs of our 
miffi onaries, in the approbation of our legiflature, and in the gog 
neral increafe and [pread of the miffionary fpirit, challenges our 
particular notice, and owr grateful acknowledgements to him 
who performeth all things for his pgople, Whatever fuccefs has 
attended the miffionaries, or any meafures we have adopted, we 
ame nothing to ourfelves, but afcribe to him all the fuccefs 
and glory. When he has a good work to effeét, he raifes up the 
inflruments, provides the means to be employed, and gives the 
faccefs. To him therefore belongs al! the glory. 

The narrative we have lately publifhed, a copy of which's 
herewith tranfmitted to each member of the Miffionary Soci- 
ety, contains a general ftatement of our proceedings, of mif- 
fionary labours, and the ftate of our funds to the clofe of the 
year 18or. 

More mifionaries have been employed, and more miffiona- 
ry labours performed than in any preceding year. Fourteen 

» fonartes are particularly named in the narrative as having 
been ei sealed in the courfe of the year, for a longer or a 
forter term Six of thofe miffionaries, viz. the Rev. Mr, 
Williston, Mr. Ferome, Mr. Porter, Mr. May, the Rev. Mr. 
seein s, and Mr. Woodward, have all been employed in 
preaching to the new fotrlemente in the county of f Luzerne ia 
Pennfylvania, and in the weftern counties in the ftate of New- 
Yo rk — Their particular tours and labours are fo fully related 
in the NATTeSING, that little more is neceffary to be obferved 
refpeéting them. Mr. Williston at prefent continues one half 
of his.time in the fervice of the Society. He is very ufeful. 
in the fhort circuits which he makes in the counties of Orfe- 
PO, rondonn, Cayuga, Chenango, Tioga, and Steuben in 
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the ftate of New-York, and in the county of Luzerne in the 
ftate of Pennfylvania. ) 

Mr. Bufpneli, after fpending eleven months in the weftern 
counties of the ftate of New-York, returned to Connecticut 
in January 1803. During the whole term of his miflionary 
tour, he preached not lefs than five fermons a week, attended 
nearly ninety public conferences, befides performing other 
miffionary labours. Soon after his return, he was re-appoint- 
ed to the miffioaary fervice. It was expected he would {pend 
a few weeks in the vacant fettlements in the {tate of Vermont, 
and that he would then vifit the weftern counties in the ftate 
of New- York; but on the account of an uncommon atten- 
tion among the people of Vermont to whom he preached, he 
obtained liberty to continue there, fo long as there fhould be 
an extraordinary.call for his labours there.. He confequently 
fpent about eleven months in the northern counties of that 
ftate, and returned to Conneéticut in January laft. Tis- 
Truftees have fince re-appointed him a miffionary during 
pleafure, and dire€ted him to revifit all the churches and piaces 
where ke hath formerly preached, to confirm the brethren, to 
advife_the churches, to compofe difficulties where any have 
arifen, and to perform all thofe minifterial fervices which fhall 
be neceflary for the furtherance of the gofpel in thefe places 
which he fhall vifit. 

Exclufive of the labours of Mr. Williston and Mr. Wood 
ward, the genilemen who have been in the weftern counties 
of New-York, and in the county of Luzerne in Pennfylva- 
nia, have preached more than 600 fermons, befides attending 
numerous conferences, forming churches, baptizing hundreds 
of perfons, and often adminiftering the holy communion. 

Mr. James W. Woedward {pent four months on a miffion 
to Black river and has fince been resappointed to labour in the 
fame place. Hence it appears that our miffionaries, in the 
ftates of New-York and Pennfylvania, have performed fer- 
vices equal to about fix years of minifterial labour. 

Exclufive of eleven months labours of Mr. Bufonell inVer- 
mont, Mefits. Huntington, Hallock, Swift and Morgan have 
preached between three and four hundred fermons, during the 
patt and ‘prefent year, befides the performaance of other mif> 
honary labours. It appears that more than three years of ore 
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dinary minifterial ‘labour have been employed in that quarter 
fince our laft report. 

The Rev. Alexander Gillet has lately entered on a miffion 
to the northern part of Vermont for the term of four months, 

Mr. Radger and Mr. Chapman are performing miffionary 
labours at New-Connecticut ; but we have received norecent 
accounts from them, We confider the furnifhing the inhabi- 
tants of that territory with the beft minifterial inftru€tion as 
a matter of the firft importance, and fhall, by no means, lofe 
fight of fo interefting an object. 

The Jatt accounts from Mr, Bacon, our Indian miffionary, 
are flattering. He expects to proceed foon to the river Mia- 
mi, about 70 miles from Detroit, where is a large body of in- 
dians who fpeak the Chippeway language, and to open to 
them the defigns and views of the Miffionary Society and 
their Truftees, and begin the communication of the gofpel to 
them, It appears by a letter which we have lately received 
from him, that he has a profpect of obtaining a good inter- 
preter upon reafonable terms, and that the Indians are dil- 
pofed to give him a favourable reception. Some of them 
have exprefled a ftrong defire to be inftruéted in the art of 
hufbandry, and intimated that if Mr. Bacon could inftru& them 
in that, fuch numbers of their Indians would colleét about 
him as that his hands will be filled with more than he can 
do. The Chippeways are fettled on the lakes Michigaa, 
Huron, and Superior, and are fcattered over extenfive regions 
about thofe lakes. The Wyandots, Twitwees, Miamis, Ot- 
towas, and other tribes are fettled within the fame territory, 
or border upon it. They generally if not univerfally fpeak 
the fame language. The introduction of a miffionary, well 
verfed in the Chippeway language, as we hope Mr. Bacon 
foon will be, may happily lead the way to the fpread of civill- 
zation and the gofvel through a moft extenfive country. The 
Truftees earneftly with to be a means in the hands of Provi- 
dence of fuch immenfe good to large numbers of their perifh- 
ing fellow men. While we pray for wifdom and the fuccels 
of the miffion, we afk the prayers of the Society, and of all the 
friends of Zion for us, that we may have light and prudence 
happily to condué the miffionary bufinefs, and that it may dé 
crowned with diftinguifhed fuccefs. And we pray it may be 
no lefs fuccefsful among our brethren of the American forefs 


than ameng ourfelves. 
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The public contrizutions in May laft, we are happy to ob- 
ferve, have been more liberal than any of the preceding. In 
addition to thefe, many private donations have been made to 
the Society, two of which amounted to 100 dollars each.— 
This affords us an ample evidence of the approbation of our 
benevolent people, and prefents us with a pleafing profpect, 
that their hearts and hands will be opened in future to the calls 
of Providence whatever they fhall be. 

The Truftees at a late meeting refolved, that for the cur- 
rent year, two miffionaries be employed in New-Conne@i- 
cut :—~ That the Rev. Fedediah Bufhnell itinerate as a miffion- 
dry through the year, in the weftern counties of New-York 
and northern counties of Vermont:— That the Rev. Seth 
Yilliston continue to labour as.a miffionary, fuch a part of the 
time as he fhall not be employed to preach to the people at 
Lifle ; and that he vifit fuch places in the weftern counties of 
New-Zork as the Truftces or in their recefs the committee 
of miffions fhall direc&t:—-That Mr. James W. Woodward 
continue in the Black River country, unlefs otherwife direct- 
ed by the Truftees or the committee of miffions, for the term 
of four months :—-T hat a permanent miffionary be appointed 
to itinerate in the fouthern range of counties in the weftern 
part of New-York ftate, and the northern counties of Penn- 
fylvania, to enter on his miffion the firft of September next : 
~— That a permanent miffionary be employed to labour in the 
northern counties of Vermont :—That one miffionary be fent 
for the term of four months tothe northern part of New-York, 
weft of lake Champlain :—That one miflionary be employed 
for four months to go up Conneéticut river to the northern 
boundary line of the United States, and vifit the vacant fet- 
tlements on both fides of the river within a convenient dif- 
tance:—and that one other miffionary be employed for the 

erm of fix months, to labour in fuch places 2s the Truftees, 
or in their recefs the committee of miffions fhal! dired. 

The Truftees have alfo appropriated 200 dollars for the 
purchafe of religious books, to be diftributed among the iaha- 
bitants of the new fettlements; 100 dollars of which to be ta- 
ken up in the Conneéticut Evangelical Magazine, the refidue to 
be applied to the purchafe and diftributiun of fuch books as 
the committee of miffions fhall think bef. 

The “ands of the Society, through the fmiles of Providence 
and the liberality of good people, are fo increafed that the 
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Truitees are of the opinion that application fhould be made 
to the Legiflature of the ftate, to form a corporate body, with 
power to receive and hold money, lands, book:, or whatever 
fhall be given to promote: the defigns of the miffionary infti. 
tution; and by their vote they have referred the matter-to 
your wife deliberation. ‘The Rev. Nathan Strong, D. D. has 
becn appointed to wait on you with faid vote, to explain the 
views of the Truftees, and to tranfact whatever may be ne- 
ceffary relative tothe bufinefs. 

By the correfpondence we have opened with the Miffionary 
Society of London, and Societies of the fame kind in Ameri- 
ca as well as Europe, we are happy to find that the miffionary 
fpirit and exertions are increafing and f{preading in both coun- 
tries; that new and important Societies are forming for the 
propagation of the gofpel, and that Chriftians of almoft every 
Proteftant denomination are, in an uncommon manner, con- 
tributing their money, employing their time and talents for 
the enlargement of the Redeemer’s kingdom ; and that Chrif- 
tians of different nations and denominations are felicitatin 
one another on the happy appearances, and mutually ftimulat- 
ing each other to the glorious work, 

The London Mifionary Society, with great zeal and ener- 
ZY, are profecuting their benevolent defigns of extending the 
gofpe] to the four quarters of the earth. ‘They have fert a 
Jarge number of miffionaries, the laft year, to the iflands of 
the South Sea; and their profpeéts, with refpect to the pro- 
pogation of Chriftianity in thofe iflands, are as flattering as 
can reafonably be expected. They are increafing their mif- 
fionaries at the Cape of Good Hope, and the blind and ftupid 
Flottentots are flocking to the ftandard of their Saviour. *In 
Auguft 1800, the Society had 1900 of them under their tui- 
tion; and fince that time the number has increafed.  Englifh 
and Dutch miffionaries are employing their moft vigorous and 
perfevering exertions for the evangelizing of this moft igno- 
rant and ftupid people. Befides thefe, the Moravians have 
miffionaries at the Cape, which have been very fucce(sful. 

The London Society have fent miffionaries to Africa, to 
the Eaft Indies, to Canada, and Newfoundland. New mif- 
fionary Societies are forming. In Great-Britain, the Church 
of England have engaged in the miffionary bufinefs, and are 
forming a Society for that purpofe. In New-Engiand, a ve- 
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fy important Society has been recently formed in the county 
ef Hampfhire in Maffachufetts, of which his Execiiency Go- 
vernor STRONG is Prefident. The fub(eriptions which have 
been made for its fupport have been liberal and extraordinary. 
From the worthy characters of the gentlemen apj ointed T rufa 
tees of the Society, and the funds which have been obtained, 
there is good reafon to expect that the Society will do muc h 
for the advancement of the Redeemei’s kingdom in the new 
fettlements, and among the aboriginal natives of this cor 
nent. 

The NewYork Miffionary Society have fome intcrefting 
and flattering accounts from their miflionarics, which hove 
been fent to the American heathen; and that Socicty, as well 
as the Moravians, are forming new miffions among them. 

Fron out ‘letters of correfpondence and Magezines which 
we have received, it appears that religion and the miffiona:y 
fpirit have been revived in Scotland, Ireland, Denmark, ard 
Norway; and that there is an appearance of the fame [pirit in 
Holland and Germany. We alfo learn that the London So- 
ciety are printing a Jarge edition of the New Tcftament in 
the French language, with a preliminary work cn the evi- 
dences of Chriftianity, to be fpread as foon and as extenfively 
as may be in Belgium and France :-—That the Baprtiit mifii- 
onaries in the Eaft-Indies had nearly compieted a publication 
of the Scriptures in the Bengalic language: And that a co- 
pious edition of them in Arabic is contemplatéd in England 
and alfo a tranflation of them into the Chinefe language, that 
they may be publifhed in the fame. Never, perhaps, fince 
the apoftolic age, has there been among Chriftians fo genera! a) 
a zeal, fuch fp itited and general exertions toa advance the king- 
dom of Je fus, and to bring alf nations to the acknowled=- 
ment of the truth as it is in him. While we contemplate thefe 
great and pleafing events, and that it is God who turneth the 
hearts of men as the rivers of water are turned, and that it is 
his Spirit only which forms them to prefer Jerufalem to their 
chief joy, may we not conclude that he is about to do fome- 
thing impertant and fignal for his church ? Will he not arife 
and have mercy upon Zion? Is not the time to favour hei, 
yea, the fet time come? When his fervants take pleafure in 
her ones, and faveur the duft thereof? While in thefe prof- 
Y4 





































































































































































076 Report of the Trustees, Se. 


- 


pects we are animated and filled with joy, we felicitate you in 
the fame views, and doubt not but our animation and joy will 
be mutual. How precious and animating are the divine pro- 
mifes, the concurrence, prayers and exertions of many thou- 
fands of good people? How happy muft you be in your in- 
ftitution, and in its extenfive and beneficial effects ? What 
ean be more pleafing than to be inftrumental of preaching the 
gofpel, forming churches, adminiftering facraments, and of 
{preading the fweet favour of Chrift’s name through the ex- 
tenfive regions of our new fettlements? Than of preaching 
the gofpel to the inhabitants of a new and extenfive govern- 
ment, and of forming their fentiments, habits and morals? Of 
what immenfe fervice may this be to thoufands of individuals, 
to families, and to fociety at large? What attempt can be more 
honourable than that of civilizing and chriftianizing the hea- 
then? Of being co-workers with God, and all the worthies 
of his kingdom, in an employment fo divine ? What profpect 
can be fo pleating as that of being inftrumental of gathering 
the nations unto Shiloh, of reviving them with the hope of 
eternal life, and of meeting thoufands of them im the Father’s 
houfe, of whofe falvation we have been inftrumental ? How 
will this brighten our erown and augment our joys forever, 
in the prefence of God and of all our holy brethren? May 
you, Reverend Gentlemen, fhare a diftinguifhed part in this 
honour and joy ! May the good people of this ftate, animated 
by thefe profpects, and feeling the weight of the motives 
which prefent themfelves to their confideration, by their abun- 
dant prayers, liberality, and exertions to advance the Saviour’s 
kingdom, more and more prepare themfelves to fhare amply 
with you in the fame immortal dignities and joys ! 

We are not labouring in vain. The caufe in which we are 
embarked is not one which fhall fail. Neither earth nor hell 
fhall prevatlagainftit. For the Lord fhall comfort Zion ; he 
will comfort all her wafte places, and he will make her wil- 
dernefs like Eden, and her defart like the garden of the Lord : 
Joy and gladnefs fhall be found therein, thankfeiving and the 
voice of melody. For though the vifion be yet for an appeint- 
ed time, at the end it fhall {peak and not lie: though it tarry, 
wait for it becaufe it will furely come, it will not tarry. Amen. 

Jn the name of the Board of Truffees, ABEL F LINT, 


Hartford, June gth, 1802. Secretary, 
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[F rom the Conneficut Rvangelical Magazine.] 


ADMONITIONS 
FROM THE DEATH-BED. 


Mefrs. Editors, 
ISEND you an account of an Infidel, brought under conviction, and as } 
hore favingly converted on his dy:ng bed, lateiy communicated tome by a 
fren’, which you will pleafe to pubiihh as another number of Admonitions 


from the Deathehed. 
Yours, &c. PRESBUTEROS. 


UNDAMENTAL errors in religion, embraced and 
EF followed, in their confequences, wili end in Atheifm, as 
au infant, if it lives, will grow up to manhood. Whether Ma- 
nafleh be called an Arminian, an Univerfalit, a Deift or an 
Acheift, is not material. He had, at different times, fallen in 
with thefe fentiments. He thought fometimes that aa hone(t 
life, in dealing with men, would fave him. At oiher times, 
he thought all would be faved. At times he profrfled to be- 
lieve that death put an end to man’s ex:ftence; and that there 
was neither happinefs nor mifery after this life. “To a neigh- 
bour, a day or two before he was taken unwell, he faid, “ I do 
not know whether there is a God or not; and if there be, I 
know nothing about him.” An exprefiion like this he ufed, 
when converfing upon divine revelation with the fame per- 
fon. In this man, the bad influence which pernicious opinions 
have on praétice, was very apparent. He tried to difbelieve 


every thing divine and facred ; he, therefore, not only lived in. 


the neglect of Chriftian duties ; but religion itfelf was a fub- 
jeQt of his ridicule and -higheft contempt ; as were the mini- 
fters of the gofpel and the profeffors of religion, He was a 
man of a forightly mind and active body, and one who, in his 
common intercourfe with mankind, treated them kindly. 

He had formerly laboured uuder a particular bodily infir- 
mity, but by very caricful attention had regained his health. 
On Wednefday evening the 4th of November laft, after I- 
beuring hard through the day, his old complaint returned with 
alarming fymptoms. Medical aid was called in, but to no ef- 
fe. His pain was exquifite and continued to increafe untif 
Saturday, when a council of phyficians was called, They told 
him that if he would fubmit to a painful and dangerous opera- 
tion, there was fome probability he might recover. The 
Operation was performed, though not with the wifned for fuc- 
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cefs; and on Monday following the furgeon told him frankly, 
“ The difficulties you labour under exceed the {kill of man 
and the power of medicine to remove ; you must die.” ‘This 
was Monday evening, November. 9th, 1801. 


Through all this diftrefs, and although the profpeé of re- 
eovery. was growing Icts and lefs, yet Manafich’s mind was 
as ftupid as it was when he was in health. He had been 
prayed with and converfed with ;. but as is faid of Jonah, he 
was fast afleep. But about midnight he awoke out of his fpi- 
ritual fleep, and began to think ferioufly, and to talk. upon fe- 
rious fubjeéts. He now reflected upon himfelf, for living fe 
wickediy, treating religion with fo much negleat and con-~ 
tempt, &c. and before the dawn of the morning, his confci- 
ence was harrowed up with diftrefs and horror indefcribable. 
He would fay, “ the diftrefs of my body is extremely great, 
but it is nothing to the horror and diftrefs of my mind.” Af- 
ter afking for fome drink at a certain time, he added, “ I am 
like the rich man, with this difference only, I can now have 
water to cool my tongue, but by and by fhall be where I can- 
not have it.”’ He faid “alfo, “T once thought that moral honefty 
would fave me; but I give up the idea; there must be love to 
God.” 

On Tuefday morning, foon after day-light appeared, a 
neighbour went to fee him. Manafleh addreffed him in this 
manner :—‘¢ This night I have been convinced that I am the 
greateft finner that ever lived. I fear I have finned away my 
day of grace, and there is no mercy for me.”” It was obferved 
to him, “It is not too late for you to repent; your duty is row to 
fabmit yourfelf to God.” He replied, “ It is true, but I find 
fo much oppofition in me !—It is thet which gives me this 
horror of con{cience. Oh that [ had lived a Iife of religion ! 
this bed on which I lie would be foft as down, but now it feems 
like rollirig in burning embers. Many times I have fpoken 
lightly of you® and all “profeffors of relivion ; and particularly 
Mr. ,(calling the minifter of the place by name) but now 
I am convinced that religion is a folemn reality. I have en- 
deavoured to live a jovial, fmooth life, but not a religious life.” 


He defired I might be fent for. One obferved to him, “I 
have often heard you {peak very lightly of our minifter, why 


* The man he was coaverling with was a profeffor of religien. 
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then do you wifh to fee him?” He replied, “ It is true; but 
] have been convinced, this night, that he is right and [ am 
wrong; and the doétrines which he has preached are the truth. 
Oh how I lament that I have ridiculed him and all profefiors 
of religion! I have ridiculed you and other religious people 
for attending religious meetings. 1 have endeavoured to live 
a merry life, but now lament that I have negle&ted and ridi- 
culed religion. I cannot die in peace, uniefs I fee my mini~ 
fter.”’ 

A meffenger carne and informed me, and I immediately 
went to the houfe where was the fick man. Ou going to the 
bed fide, he addrefled me, with a folemn and engaging air, in 

the following words, as nearly as can be recollected :—« | 
could not die in peace until I had made a confeffion to you. 
You have always treated me well, and been a kind neighbour 
tome. Much good counfel and advice you have given me; 
but I alwavs hated you. I believed you was a fervant of Jefus 
Chrift,and I hated you for that, becaufe I fuppofed you preach- 
edtruth. I am a poor milerable creature; have lived a ftupid 
life, in contempt of all inftruction, and in ‘negledt of all fel 
gion, and know I {hall die foon ; I afk your forgivenefs for all 
my id] conduct towards you, in which I have treated you f@ 
bafely. 

He then obferved to me, “I have tried to be an Unlverfal- 
ift.’ He was afked whether he felt fo weil fatishied with the 
fcntiment, that he was willing to rifque it. He faid, “I rather 
wifhed it was true, than believed it to be true; my mind, 
therefore, did not feel eafy,—I was not fatisfied.’’ 

It was now about the rifing of the fun, on Tuefday mor- 
ning. The cafe of the fick man being fomewhat fingular, and 
there having been fuch a furpriling change in his mind, the 
netohbours colleGed in fuch numbers, that the houfe was al- 
moft filled with people, old and young, the greater part of the 
day. Manaffeh had yet a good degree of frength of body ¢ 
his underftanding was clear, and his ideas diftna. He now 
{pent all the time in converfing, except when paroxifms of 
pain were fo fevere, that he could not fpeak. Of the conver- 
fation which took place between him and others, a fmall part 
only will be noticéd, His obfervations which are here mention- 
ed, are not arranged, perhaps, in the fame order of time ih 
which they were made; nor are his particular modes of ¢x- 
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preffion always ufed; but the fentiments and the ideas are 
meant to be correétly expreffed. 

A number of perfons ftanding round his bed, on a certain 
time, he fays; “ You fee me lie here, a poor, milerable fin- 
ner, juft about to die, and I have lived a wicked life all my 
days. By metake warning. Sucha diftreffed fituation as | 
lie in, is 2 poor time to prepare for death. Do not negle& 
religion as I have done. You muft die. Now, while in health, 
is the time for you to prepare for death. Ondonot neglect!” 

To one of his former gay companions he obferved to this 
effe&: “+ You have a gay, light mind, you keep company 
with fuch people; but, my friend this will not do. Look on 
me. Iam dving. Oh attend to religion. Remember, when 
I am dead, what you now fee and hear, and tell my friends, 
that it may be a warning to them.” 

He obferved to one, “I have lived in the negle& of ali reli- 
gion, and [ now view myfelf a dying man; and Oh, what an 
awful condition I am in! I now view my(elf a finner, and fear 
I hail be miferable forever, But I hope I fhall find mercy 
in the fight of God. I have defpifed religion, and laboured to 
perfuade myfelf that the doétrine of the Univerfalifts was true, 
but yet doubted it. My wife* has endeavoured to convince 
me that there was fomething in religion, but I did not believe 
her. And now whata fhocking fituation this is to prepare for 
death. Oh that all would attend to this bufinefs, while in 
health, and not put it off as I have done !” 

At another time he faid, “1 have been a wicked man; have 
finned againft heaven ; have run away from God; my wicked 
life flies in my face ; 1 have often refifted convi€tion, by ruz- 
ning into had company.” 

One of his neighbours remarking upon his diftreffed fitua- 
tion, he replied; “ Yes my fituation is diftreffing ; but I do 
not think myfelf dealt by unjuftly, although ! am thus diftreff- 
ed, and my neighbours are not; for I deferve it more tha: 
any of them, as I am the worft of all.” 

A friend giving him drink which was pleafant and nourifh- 
ine, he fays, “ All that keeps me alive is that you gave mé, 
and nourifhment I receive from Jefus Chrift.” 

A neighbour, who bad been abfent a day or two, returned 
home on Tuefday, late in the afterncon, and immediately went 


* She was a profefoz of religion. 











Admonitions from the Death-bed. 28% 


in to fee Manaffeh, who took him by the hand and faid,“* The 
Lord has wrought a great work on my foul; I am willing to 
die; I believe Jefus loves me,—I think I love him.” 

To obtain fome eafe in his reftiefs fituation, if it mipht be, 
he defired the tenders to carry him about the room in a blan- 
ket; and while they were performing this office of kindnefs, 
he faid repeatedly, * Soon fhall I be in the arms of Jefus.” 

On Tuefday night, a few hours before he died, he faid te 
the watchers,“ I have but a little while to ftay in this world 5 
I am fubmiffive; I can truft my family with God, for he will 
do right.” 

A thort {pace of time before he departed this life, the watch 
ers ftanding by the bed-fide, he prayed with an audible voice 
in the following words, as nearly as could be recollected. They 
were foon committed to paper by one who was prefent. 

“ O God! look down with compaffion on us, and grant 
that thefe, my friends and neighbours, who ftand around my 
bed, may take warning by me, and not put off making their 
peace with thee, until they lie on a dying bed as I have done; 
but by thy fovereign grace may they be brought to fubmit to 
Chrift. O God, have compaffion on my family, and may they 
be fubmiffive under all their afflictions. I leave them and all 
my concerns with thee: grant that I may be patient and fub- 
miffive. May I not be deceived in my laft moments, but be 
reconciled to thee through Jefus Chrift. 1 commit myflelf in-. 
to thy hands, to be difpofed of for time and eternity as thou 
feeft beft. May I have an eafy paflage out of time into eter- 
nity, and find mercy with thee, through Jefus Chrift. Amen.” 

A few minutes before he breathed out his life, fenfible he 
was then going, he fays to the bye-ftanders, “ Let this be a 
warning to you all, and take heed that you never forget it.’? 

Sundry queftions which were propofed to him, with his an- 
fwers, will now be mentioned, though not pexhaps in the or- 
der in which they were propofed, as this cannot be afcertained 
with precifion. Many of the queftions came in very abrupt 
ly, arifing from previous converfation which is not mention- 
ed; and the reafon the obfervations are paffed over in filence 
is, a recital of them all would protra& the narrative to a very 
great length. If-all the dying san faid, pertinently, upon re- 
ligious fubjeéts, for the fpace of thirty hours, was written, it 
would, no doubt, be fufficient to fill a {mall volume, 
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Q, Are you fenfible of the wickednefs of your heart? 

A. [am wholly a fianer, and have done nothing but fin all 
my life, 

Q. Do you feel your dependence on God ? 

A. Lam fenfible I am wholly dependent on him and en- 
tirely in his hands. 

Q. Do you believe this to be true, not only in regard to 
your prefent ftate, but alfo your future ftate ? 

A. I believe that I, and al! men are in the hands of God, to 
be difpofed of forever as he pleafes. 

Q. Are you willing to be in the hands of God, and difpofed 
of by him, in time and eternity ? 

A. I hope Lam—I think ! am. 

* Q. Then ycu feel reconciled to God, do you not? 

A. Yes, think I do; I am willing to die, if it be his will. 

Q_ Do you think God can have mercy on you? 

A, God can be glorified in having mercy on whom he will 
have mercy. 

Q. You have been oppofed to the doctrines preached by 
our minifters ; but do you now believe them? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. Then you believe that there is fomething in religion, do 

ou not? 

A. Yes, I know there is; and people need not wait to fee 
me lie in my prefent fituation to be convinced of it; there is 
fufficient evidence in the Bible. 

Q. How do you now feel ? 

A. Lamentirely eafy in body and mind, 

Q. But do you not feel yourfelf a finner ? 

A. Yes. And if God does have mercy on me, he will have 
mercy on the greateft finner on whom he ever had mercy. 

Q. Would God be juft, if he fhould fend you to hell? 

A. Yes. And if God cannot be glorified otherwife; let me go. 

Q. Why do you with to live any longer in this world? 

A. That I may live to the honour and glary of God. 

Q. If you fhould live longer, do vou think you fhould live 
to the honour and glory of God ? 

A. I believe f fhould, God enabling me. 

The foregoing narrative exhibits fome very remarkable cir- 
eumftances. [That a man who hag lived fuch a life as Manaf- 
feh had, fhould, juft at the clofe of it, have his meuth opened, 
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to {peak for God and his caufe as he did; that he fhould ac- 
knowledge and converfe upon the fundamental doctrines of 
Chriftianity, which he had never attended to, with fo much 
clearnefs and propriety, is remarkable. He appeared to have 
as juft ideas of human depravity, divine fovereignty, fpecial 
grace, man’s abfolute dependence, &c. &c. as if he had been a 
ftudent in Chriftian theology. ‘When he fpake of depravity, 
or of dependence on God, and the like, he appeared to fpeak 
what he felt, and not what he had /earnt. i brought to mind 
this declaration of Jehovah: Unto me every knee foall bew, and 
every tongue confefs. Whether his heart bowed or not, we 
leave; but his knee bowed and his tengue confefled. It is 
remarkable that fo many people, old and young, fhould call te 
fee him en that day, when he was pleading the caufe of God 
and religion. God defigned they fhould hear the folemn me(- 
faze, almoft like to one fent from the dead, that if they would 
not regard, they might be left without excufe, 

it was a fingular cafe, that one, after paffing through foe 
much diftrefs of body and mind, fhould, netwithftanding, have 
the full exercife of his underftanding, and that his mental 
powers fheuld beclear and firm. Hence he wasable to addre(s 
perfons of different characters with a very great degree of 
propriety. 

When fome of his former gay companions came into the 
room where he lay, he would defire them to come to his bed 
fide. It was affecting, it was enough to melt the hardeft heart 
prefent, to hear him addrefs them in the moft folemn manner, 
charging them to attend to religion, and not forget what they 
then faw and heard. Thofe who had fpent heurs of mirth and 
Vanity with him, now ftood, as it were, arraigned at the bar 
before him, weeping and trembling, like little children under 
the rod. Thirty people or more in the room, and not a dry 
¢ve among them all. ae 

Here is a wonderful inftance of almighty power, operating 
On the mind of man. Thofe who, while in health, were nc- 
glected, defpifed and ridiculed by him, were now the perfons 
he wifhed to be his companions, and in whofe company and 
COnverfation he took the moft pleafure. 

May not only we who faw and heard, but thofe alfo whe 
read, receive inftru€tion and reproof. For he that being often 
reproved, hardeneth his neck, foall be fuddenly destroyed, and ihat 
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without remedy.* And let Univerfalifts and Deifts attend to the 
fulemn bufinets urged upon them by one who is now in eter. 
nity. He wifhed to believe, but could not, what they are try. 
ing to believe, but cannot. Let them take heed left they ge 
down to deftru€tion half difbclieving their own creed: And 
thou meurn at the laf, when thy fico and thy body are confumed, 
and fay, How have I bated infirudiion and my heart defpifed re- 
proof; and have not cheyed the vzice of my teachers, nor inclined 
my ear to them that instructed me!” + 

That very ftriking exclamation of the dying man, which 
has been mentioned, “O that I had lived a life of religion! then 
this bed on which I lie would be foft as dawn, but now it 
feems like rolling in burning embers !”’ brought to my miné 


the following lines :— 
‘* Jefus can make a dying bed 
Fre! fo‘t as downy pillows are ; 
While on his breait I lean my head, 
And breathe my foul out {weetly there,” 
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A REMARKABLE INTERPOSITION of DIVINE PRO. 


VIJENCE. 
To the Editors of the London Evangelical Magazine, 

GENTLEMEN, 
HEN | refleét on the many happy hours in my youth, 
{pent in private conference, and praying focieties, I can 
neither forget the men, nor yet the diftinguithed mercies of 
the Lord, who rendered them a bleffing to my early inftruce 
tion, edification and confelation. And fuch as are able to re- 
alize the ideas of paft friendfhip, and to affociate the feelings 
of gratitude for the paft, with the hope of enjoying, in a few 
days or years, a fill more pure and perfect communion with 
endeared but departed faints, will not condemn me for bring 
ing to light, and refcuing from oblivion, any Gingular inftance of 
the Lord’s care and kindnefs towards his hidden gnes, in the 
days of their pilgrimage ; and the following, I hope, will prove 
both entertaining and inftructing to the poor of Chrift’s flock. 
It has been often obferved, ttat the Chriftian’s greateft ex- 
tremity is the time of God’s gracious opportunity. Few 

* Prov, xxix 1. + Prov. Vv. II, 125 13. 
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things are more evident, than that fome of the darkeft difpen- 
fations, in the experience of the faints, have been. opportuni- 
ties for the divine care and kindnefs to be made known and 
manifefted towards them; and thofe temporal fupplies, that 
are given in an extraordinary way, fuch as the ravens feeding 
Elijah, in a particular manner aofwer the defigns of our Lorde 
they are the fruit of the wifdom of him who hath faid, “ J will 
never leave thee; [ will never forfuke thee.” 

Thomas Hownhan, the fubject of the following providence, 
was a very poor man, who lived in a lone houfe or hut 
upon a moor, called Barmour-moer, about a mile from Lo- 
wick, and two miles from Dcddington, in the county of 
Northumberland. He had no means to fupport a wife and two 
young children, fave the fcanty earnings obtained by keeping an 
afs, on which he ufed to carry coals trom Barmcur-coalhill to 
Doddington and Wooler ; or by making brooms of the heath, 
and felling them around the country, Yet poor and defpifed 
as he was in confequence of his poverty, in my forty years ac~ 
quaintance with the profefing world, I have fcarce met with 
his equal, as a man that lived near to God, or one who was 
favoured with more evident anfwers to prayer. My parents 
then living at a village called Hanging-Hall, about one mile 
and a half from his hut, I had frequent interviews with him, 
in one of which he was very folicitcus to know whether my 
father or mother had fent him any unexpected relief the night 
before. I anfwered him in the negative, fo far as I knew; at 
which he feemed to be uneafy. 1 then preffed to know what 
relief he had found, and how. After requefting fecrecy, un- 
lefs I fhould hear of it from any other quarter, (and if fo, he 
begged I would acquaint him) he proceeded to inform me, 
that being difappointed of recciving money for his coals the day 
before, he returned home in the evening, and to his pain and 
diftre(s, found that there was neither bread nor meal, nor any 
thing to fupply their place, in his houfe; that his wife wept 
fore for the poor children, who were both crying for hunger; 
that they continued crying until they both fell to ficep; that he 
got them to bed, and their qother with them, who likewife 
foon went to fleep, being worn cut with the fuferings of the 
children and her own tender feelings. 

Being a fine moon-light night, he went out of the houfe, to 
a retired {pot at a little eset to meditate on thofe remark~ 
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able expreffions in Hab. iit, 17—-19. Here he continued, as 
he thought, about a1 hour and a halt; found great liberty and 
enlargement in prayer; and got fuch a heart-loathing and foul- 
humbiing fight of nimfelf, sad fuch interefting views of the 
grace of God, and the love of his adorable Saviour, that though 
he went out on purpofe to f{pread his family and temporal 
wants before his Lord, yet, having obtained a heart-attracting 

and ioul-captivating view of him by faith, he was fo enamourcd 
with his beauty, and fo anxious to bave his heart entirely un- 
der his forming hand, that all thought about temporals was 
taken away. 

In a fweet, ferene, and compofed frame of mind, he return- 
ed into his houfe ; ; when, by the light of the moon through 
the window, he perceived foimething upon a ftool or form (for 
chairs they had none) before the be -d; and after viewing it 
with attonifhment, and feeling it, he found it to be a joint of 
meat roafted, and a loaf of bread about the fize of our half- 
peck loaves. He then went to the door to look if he could 
fee any body; and after ufing his voice, as well as his ri 
and neither perceiving nor hearing any one, he retu:ned i 
awoke his wife who was ftill afleep, afked a bleffing, and ies 
awoke the children and gave them a comfortable repaft; but 
could give me no further account. I related this ekitrnardi 
nary affair to my father and mother, who both heard it with 
aftonifhment, but ordered me to keep it a fecrct as requefted; 
and fuch it would ever have remained, but for the following 
reafon :—A fhort time after this event, I left that country; 
but on a vilit, about twelve years after, at a friend’s, the con- 
verfation one evening took atuin upon one Mr. Strange- 
ways, commonly called Stranguage, a farmer, who lived at 
Lowick- Hichfteed, which the people named FP inchme-near, on 
account of this miferly wretch that dwelt there. I afked what 
had become of his prope rty, as J apprehended he had never 
done one generous aétion in his life-time. An elderly woman 
in company faid, | was miftaken; for fhe could relate one, 
which was fomewhat curious. She faid, that fhe had lived 
with him as a fervant or houfe-keeper; that about twelve or 
thirtcen years ago, one Thur{dav morning, he ordered her to 
have a whole joint of meat roafted, having given her diredti- 
ons a day or two before, to bake two large loaves of white 
bread. He then went to Wooler market, ‘and took a piece of 
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bread and cheefe in his pocket, as ufual. He came home in 
the evening in a very bad humour, and went foon to bed. In 
about two hours after, he called up his man-fervant, and or- 
dered him to take one of the loaves and the joint of meat, and 
carry them down the moor to [Thomas Hownhem’s, and leave 
them there. ‘The man did fo, and finding the fatnily afleep, he 
fet them at their bed-fide, and came away. 

The next morning, her mafter cailed her and the man-fer- 
vant in, and feemed itn great agitati on of mind. He teld them 
that he intended to have invited a Mr. John Mool, with two 
or three more neighbouring farmers, (who were always teazing 
him for his nearne(s) to fup with him the night before; that 
he would not invite them in the market-place, as he purpofed 
to have taken them by furprife near home, as two or three of 
them paficd his houfe ; but a fmart fhower of rain coming on, 
they rode off and left him before he could get an opportunity ; 
that going foon to bed he did not reft well, fell a dreaming, 
and thought he faw Hownham’s wife and chitldfen ftarving for 
hunger; that he awoke and put off the impreffion ; that he 
dreamed the fecond time, and endeavoured again to fhake it 
off ; but that he was altogether overcome with the nonfenfe 
the third time, that he believed the devil was in him; but that 
fince he was fo foolifh as to fend the meat and bread, he could 
not now help it; and charged her and the man never to {peak of 
it, or he ‘ial turn them away direéty. She added, that fince 
e was dead long ago, fhe thought fhe might aie it, a8 a 
proof that he had done one generous action, though he was 
grieved for it afterwards. 

This is the faét ; let thofe that read make their own reflec- 


tions. ee. 
Deptford, October 4, 1793. 
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REVIVAL of RELIGION 
IN THE WESTERN COUNTRY ; 
Particularly in the bounds of the Ohio Prefi;tery. 
G! VE ear, O my people, to my law; incline your ears to the 
words of my mouth. J will open my mouth in a parable : I 
will utter dark fayings of old, which we have heard and known, 


and our fathers have told us. We will not hide them from ther 
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children, thewing to the generation to come, the praifes of the 
Lord; and dis strength and his wonderful works that he hath 
done. or be establifhed a testimony in “Jacob, and appointed a 
daw in Ifrael, which he conmended sur fathers, that they fhould 
mace them known to their children: that the generation to come might 
know them, even the children which fhould be boin: who fheuld 
artfe and declare them to their children: That they might fet 
their hope in God, and not forget the works of God ; but keep bis 
commandments —Une generation fhall praife thy works to ano- 
ther, and fhall ceclare thy mighty aéts. I will {peak of the gla- 
rious honour of thy majesty, ana of thy wondrous works. 

Pfal. lxxviii. 3 —7, cxlv. 4, 5. 


‘uu evidently appears, in the above quotation from facred 
writ, that God has commanded his peuple to preferve and 
tranfmit to their pofterity, a full and clear knowledge, not on- 
Jy of the law of God, which they are particularly charged to 
teach diligently co their children; but alfo of the providences 
and wonderful works of God; that by the latter may appear 
God’s faithfulnefs in fulfilling his promifes made to the obe- 
dient, and thofe who diligently feek him ; and alfo the threat- 
enings denounced againft the difobedient and prayerlefs: that 
fucceeding generations may be excited to keep his command- 
ments, and encouraged to fet their hope and truft in God. 

Wherefore, that we might not be found difobedient to the 
holy commandment, ungrateful to our God, and unfaithful to 
our children, as well as regardlefs of good example ; it is 
thought neceflary and proper, that a declaration and record 
fhould be made of the wonderful and gracious works of Ged 
in this our favoured country. 

To this end, the Prefbytery of Ohio, at their meeting in 
the laft of June, 1803, direéted a few of their members 
to prepare, and publith in the Weftern Miffionary Maga- 
zine, a fuitable reprefentation of the gracious work of God 
amongft us, from the firft fpecial difplays of his power and 
grace in this weftern land.— The firft part of this narrative 
mu ft be confidered rather as a brief and imperfeét fketch, as 
there have been no particular documents written or preferved 
to which we can recur. It is hoped, howeve-, that it may be 
fufficient to affit and revive the recolleétion of thofe who have 
been the happy witaefles and fubjects thereof ; and alfo to af- 
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ford fome ground of grateful acknowledgment to thofe who 
hitherto may have been unacquainted therewith; that fome 
frefh tribute may be raifed up to the Divine Author. 

In the latter part of the year 1781, the Lord began a gra- 
cious work in the congregations of Crofs-Creek and Upper 
Buffalo, under the min:ftry of the Rev. Jofeph Smith, about 
one year after he took the paftoral care of thefe congregations. 
During the winter feafon, week-day and night fermons and 
meetings for focial worfhip were frequent, the aflemblies nu- 
merous and attentive, and a contide:able number under deep 
convictions, with frequent inftances of new awakenings. The 
fummer following was remarkable for the increafe of the num- 
ber of the awakened ; alchough moft laboured long without 
relief, The few pious who were in thefe infant congregations, 
were at this time earneftly engaged for additions to their num- 
ber, and felt fomething of the pangs of travailing in birth for 
fouls ; much of the fpirit of prayer was poured out. In the 
latter part of this fummer, the work became more glorious: 
and comfortable; numbers of the diftrefled fuuls obtained 
{weet deliverance; and at the time the Lord’s Supper was 
adminiftered in Buffalo in the fall of 1783, about one hundred 
of the fubje&ts of this good work were admitted to commu- 
nion ; and many were awakened on that folemn occafion. The 
awakening and hopeful converfion of finners continued and 
increafed through three or four years; nor was there much 
appearance of a decline for fix or feven years after it began. 

Within this gracious feafon there were many (weet, f-lemn 
facramental occafions. The moft remarkable of thefe was at 
Crofs-Creek, in the {pring of the year 1787.—[t was a very 
refrething feafon to the pious, a time of deliverance toa num- 
ber of the diftreffed, and of awakening to many. The Mon- 
day evening was peculiarly and awfully folemn; fome hun- 
dreds were bowed down and filently weeping, and a few cry- 
ing out in anvuifh of foul. After the folemn difmiffion of the 
allembly, moft of the people remsined on the ground ; the fcene 
was very remarkable; the pious were generally joyful ard 
lively, finners greatly alarmed, and many deeply diftreffed.— 
The people, unwilling to part, did not leave the place till an 
hour or more in the night, when they parted with an appornt- 
ment to meet there again the next morning. Tucfday was 
indeed a folemn day ; it was fpent chiefly in exhortations and 
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prayers bv the Rev. Meilrs. Smith, Dod, and Cornwell. The 


effects of this gracious vifitation were very comfortable, pro- 
ducing a good harveft of fouls. Upwards of fifty in thefe con- 
-gregations were added to the church, at the communion the 
next fall, 

Nearly about the fame time in which this gracious work 
began in thefe congregatiuns, the divine influences were alfo 
poured out upon the congregations of Chartiers and Pigeon- 
Creek, under the mini‘try of the Rev. John M‘Millan; many 
were awakened, and the pious much revived and quickened, 
There were a goodly number of judicious chriftians in thefe 
congregations, who actively ftepped forward in their proper 
places, and were very helpful in carrying on the good work, 
As many attended from confiderable diftances, with a great 
thirft for ordinances, it was thought ‘eieesieg to have focial 
meetings for prayer and exhortation on the Sabbath nights; 
they generally continued all the night; many attended, and 
conviction and converfion work went " eracioufly on. Fre- 
quently the exercifed could not fupprefs their feelings of joy 
or diftrefs, but gave them vent in groans and cries. There 
were alfo frequently weck-day and nieht fermons and focicties 
in d'fferent parts of the congregations. Thus this good work 
went on for feverai years ; and it is believed that many were 
brought favingly to clofe with Chrift in thefe congregations ; 
and it is evident from a trial of near twenty years, that the 
work is real and genuine with refpect to fome hundreds in 
thofe two charges above ftated, many of whcm are now faith- 
ful leaders, zealous and adiive chriftians, and pillars in the 
church of Ch iri ft. 

In the fame time whilft this gracious work was going on in 
thofe places, che Lord aifo n: ured out his Spirit on feveral other 
ne ichbouring congregations ; particularily, Bethel and Leba- 
non, under the miniftry of the Rev. John Clarke; Ten-mile, 
under the miniftry of the Rev. Thacd-us Dod; and King’s- 
Creek and Mill- Creek, then vacant congregations. In all of 
thefe places the power of God was gracioufly difplayed, and 
many fouls gathered in, who have fince given evidence in 
their lives and converfation, that the work with them was 4 

realitv, and of divine original, 

We are able to ftate, from particular acquaintance, and fre- 
quent converfation with fome hundreds of thoie who were ex- 
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ercifed during this happy feafon of gracious vifitation, in all 
the above places, that in general their diftrefs arole from a 
deep fenfe of the contrariety of their hearts and, lives to the 
law of God, and the awful wages of fin, which they faw they 
were in imminent danger of receiving, of their utter indifpo- 
fition to turn to God, to love his law, or embrace Jcfus Chrift, 

by reafon of the hardnefs of their hearts, blindnefs of iiieir 
minds, and enmity againft God. The peace and confolations 
of thofe who obtained relief, did not arife from a view of ei- 
ther their hearts or lives being lefs offentive to God, or from 
their having done any thing recommending or entitling them 
to the divine notice or favour, nor merely from a_ periuafion 
of God’s having fran their fins; but from a feriptural 
difcovery of the plan of falvation by free, fovereign grace, 

through the obedience, fufferings and death of Jefus Chrift, 

the Cond. man; which they viewed fuitable to their perifhing 
condition, and to every valuable purpefe ; and they found their 
wills gained over to the cordial choice of this plan; and that 
their fouls became delighted with the character and holy law 
of God. 

In the year 1795, there was a gracious fhower of the divine 
influences in the congregation of Chartiers, which occafioned 
a confiderable reviving and ingathering of fouls, In this vi- 
fitation the Academy at Canonfburgh fhared largely. About 
forty-five were added to the church. 

In the latter end of the year 1798, the Lord poured out 
his Spirit on a new fettlement, on the northweft of the 
Ohio river, betwecn the Great and Little Beavers, fince 
formed into two: congregations under the paftora! care of 
the Rev. Thomas E. Hughes, under whofe firft mini- 
firations amoneft them this geod work began. ‘The cpera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit in this place were very Aibek eo, and 
in many inftances. hopefully fuccefsful. In a fhort fpace of 
time, a confiderable number, we truft, were made the lubjedts 
of a faving work of grace. In this tack an Englifh fchool in 
that place fhared very gracioufly. The youth or “children who 
attended it were generally exercifed for a confiderable time 
fo much that all play and diverfions were ftopt, and the sige s « 
vals were fpent in reading, converfing about their fouls con- 
Cerns, finging hymns, or retiring into the woods to pray. It 
is believed that eighteen out of thirty, in this fchool, were 
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made the {ubje&ts of divine grace. In the Auguft following, 
the Sacrament of the Supper was adminiftered in that place, 
which was the firft time on that fide of the Ohio River, when 
about thirty or upwards of the fubjects of this work were ad- 
mitted to communion. 

In the year 1799, refrefhing fhowers of Divine Influence 
were poured on many congregations in the bounds of our 
Prefbytery. in which feveral hundreds were added to the 
church. Thofe congregations which had paftors very gene- 
tally fhared in this gracious vifit; and alfo fome that were 
vacant were refrefhed and ftrengthened. 

In each of the above-mentioned feafons of gracious vifita- 
tion, and in the feveral places mentioned, numbers difcounte- 
naficed and oppofed the good work; but very few publickly, 
or with fuch weight as to occafion any confiderable difturb- 
ance or difficulty. 

This work throughout ws generally carried on in the more 
ordinary or mild and moderate manner. Although convictions 
were deep and pungent, the fenfe of fin, guilt and danger ve- 
ry affecting, and the apprehenfions of divine wrath diftreffing ; 
yet they were not attended with any extraordinary bodily af- 
fections, Sut in few, if any inftances. The work was alfo re- 
markably free from enthufiafm, wild imaginations, and difor- 
derly, hurtful irregularities. Although there have been fome 
inftances of apoftacy, yet it muft be remarked, to the praife 
of free grace, that thefz have been but few amongft thofe re- 
{fpectine whom their pious friends and the officers of the church 
entertained a favorable opinion, that they had been the fub- 
jetts of faving grace, and who were admitted to the commu= 
nion of the church, 

In the interims of the gracious vifitations which have been 
Noticed, there were fome fad degrees of dceclenfion; perhaps 
more cipecially and generally after the laft mentioned feafon, 
in 1799 when the gracclefs became more bold in fin and im- 
piety, the foods of vanity and carnality appeared likely to car- 
ry ali before them ; moft of the pious became very weak and 
fecble in the caufe of Chrift, much buried in, and carried away 
with the thingsand purfuits of the world, and in fome placesa {pi- 
rit of contention and animofitycrept in, which appeared to lead 
into a great degree of contempt of ordinances, and government 
in the church aad ia familics. Here however we are again called 
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to remark, to the praife of free grace, that God ftill fo kept 
his hand about his church, his caufe, and his people, that thofe 
means and ordinances which God had peculiarly countenan- 
ced and made effectual in his work, were til) generally main- 
tained. “The minifters in general were enabled faithfully to 
declare the counfe] of God, and in plainnefs, with honefty and 
fimplicity to hold forth the doctrines of grace ; and there was 
generally confiderable folemnity in the time of difpenting the 
word and ordinances ; but the effeéts appeared not to be abid- 
ing, but with few. ° Meetings for focial worfhip, which the 
Lord very fpecially owned and blefled in the times of reviv- 
ing, were in the darkeft timés in moft places kept up, though 
not fo frequent, nor fo generally attended... The meeting for 
concert prayer, for the out-pouring of the Spirit and revival 
of religion, on the firft Tuefday in every quarter of the year, 
was cordially entered into by the Ohio Prefbytery, and prac- 
tied generally throughout their bounds fince the beginning of 
the year 1796. ‘Thus there was, for the moft part, fome at- 
tention to the means kept up; though alas ! too generally they 
appeared as barren ordinances. 

About the latter end of the year 1801, and beginning of 
1802, there was a remarkable attendance upon ofdinances; 
meetings for the worthip of God, both publick and focial, 
were generally crouded ; and there appeared an increafing at- 
tention to the word, and great folemnity in the aflemblies.— 
The people of God became more fenfible of, and affeQted 
with the low ftate of religion, and the dangerous, perifh- 
ing condition of finners. It appeared that God made ufe of 
the intelligence we had of the revival of religion in other 
places, to excite a longing and praying for the Lord’s return. 
ing with power to our languifhing churches; that we might 
experience the difplays of his power and grace which he was 
making in other parts. Defitre and prayer for this great fa- 
vour increafed through the following winter in many of our 
congregations ; and in the foring and firft part of the fummer 
of 1802, there was a confiderable rifing of expectation, that 
the Lord wou'd not altogether forfake or pafs us by, but that 
he would yet favour us with a gracious vifitation: and indeed 
we were bleft with fome tokens of his prefence in his ordi- 
nances; not only the children of God were more quickened 
and aroufed, but alfo in many inftances there appeared to be 
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an alarm, and fome concern amongft unregenerate finners, 
“hefe appearances were confiderably increafed at the time of 
the faccamental feafons, more efpecially perhaps at Crofs- 
Creek and Lower Buffalo, towards the laft of June. On both 
of thefe occations, the children of God were much quickened 
and revived, aumbers of tinners brought under ferrous con- 
cern, and fome hopefully led to reft on Cortit. On the Mon- 
day In particular, at ower Buffalo, there was evide:ice of the 
prefence and power of God. It was difficult to part after two 
difcourfes were delivered. The preaching appeared to come 
home to the heart with power ; and fiog:ng a parting hymn at 
the conclufion greatly affected many. Ihe pious appeared to 
go away from this place with lively expectations, that the time 
to favour this part of our Zion was drawing near. From this 
time it appeared that al noft every meeting, fermon or fociety, 
through the divine bleffing, produced new effects, particular- 
'y leading to the work of ¢xamination and inquiry into the 
grounds of controverfy which prevented the gracious vilitati- 
on of the Lord; and exciting te more earneft wreftl.ng and 
pleading with God, for the effufion of his Spirit, and difplay 
of his power and grace: and it was evident that for this pur- 
pofe a fpirit of prayer and fupplication was given to many.— 
Thus it appears that the Lord was, through the fummer, pre- 
paring his way for his coming to this part of his church, to 
make thofe difplavs of his power and grace which we e have 
fince witnefled and experienced. In the month of September, 
1802, the Lord began in a glorious manner to fhew his ftately 
fteppings in the fan@uaries of his grace. At feveral facra- 
mental occafions in that month, there were confiderable evi- 
dences of the gracious prefence of God, and of the operations 
of his Holy Spirit. But the firft fingular and extraordinary 
manifeRations of the divine power were made in the congre- 
gation of the Three Springs, part of the charge of the Rev. 
Elifha M‘Curdy, at the time of the adminiftration of, the 
Lord’s Supper, " the 4th Sabbath of September, 1802. For 
fome weeks before, there had, in this congregation, been more 
appeara nee of folemnity and ferious exercife than ufual. There 
had aifo, among the pious in both congregations, been for fome 
time an uncommon engagednefs in pleading for the divine 
prefence on that occafion. It is thought not improper to 
mention, for the encouragement of others in future, that an 
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agreement was made and attended to by them, to fpend a cer- 
tain time about fun-fetting, on each Thurfday, in 1ecret pray- 
er, each by themfeles, to plead with God for his gracious pre- 
fence, and the out-pouring of his Spirit on that occafion, This 
was done for fome weeks before the Sacrament. On the Sab- 
bath immediately preceding the communion, there was confi- 
derable evidence of the powerful prefence of God, particular- 
ly towards the clofe of the afternoon fermon. When the con- 
gregation was difmiffed, about fifty perfons continued. upon 
the ground, appeared unwilling to go away, and {pent the met 
of the night in focial worfhip. On Thurfday following, which 
was obferved as a faft in preparation for the Lord’s Supper, 
the impreffions ftill increafed. Society was appointcd in the 
evening ; a confiderable number attended, and before worfhip 
began, two young perfons, who had retired to the woods to 
pray, fell to the ground, unable to bear up any longer under 
the diftreffing anguifh of a wounded fpirit. ‘Their cries for 
mercy were very affecting. After fome time, two perfons 
went to them and enquired the caufe of their diftrefs: their 
reply was, that they were expofed te the wrath of God. Wheti 
Chrift was propofed to them as a remedy, their reply was, that 
their hearts were at enmity again{ft God, and they could not ac- 
cept of him, although they were jure they would be damned with- 
out an intereft in him; befides, they had fo long rejeéted falva- 
tion, they were now afraid God would not have mercy on them. 
After fome time they were brought into the houfe; where fo- 
cial worfhip continued abcut five hours; during which time 
numbers more became affected, and the groans and cries of 
the diftreifed never ceafed. Moft of the time from that until 
Saturday at one o’clock, was fpent in converfing with the dif- 
trefled. ‘Their general complaint, was a fenfe of guilt, efpe~ 
cially in rejecting Chrift; hardnefs of heart, and inability to 
help themfelves; and all acknowledged the juice of God in 
their condemnation, As yet there were no inftances of deli- 
verance, Saturday was a time of gracious influences ; many 
more were brought under concern 3 numbers, unable to fland, 
had to be carried off the ground in the evening, Moft of that 
night was {pent in focial worfhip; and the work remarkably 
increafed until Monday morning. . When the congrevation 
was difmiffed, fome hundreds remained on the ground; feve- 
ral attempts were made to part, but ail in vain. ‘They re- 
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mained all night on the ground ;_ and this night far exceeded 
any thing that had been before: many were proftrate, crying 
for mercy. About the break of day on Tuefday morning, 
there were fix perfons who gave evidenée of obtaining hope 
in Jefus. About eleven o’clock the aflembly difperfed. On 
the Phurfday following, the people of the Crofs+Road congre- 
gation, the other part ‘of, Mr. M‘Curdy’s charge, met for fo- 
cial worfhip, it being their monthly ciety day. This was al- 
fo atime of God’s power. There were many inftances of 
new awakening. They continued all the night in religious 
exercifes, 

As this was the beginning of this extraordinary, yet gra- 
cious work, whi ci has now been progrefling and greatly in- 
creafing for feveral months in our Country, it may be proper 
and fatisfactory to the reader, here to take fome notice of the 
appearance, manner and effects of the work, that as we pro- 
ceed in the hiftorical account thereof, we may be the better 
underftood, and the reader may early have a more juft idea of 
its nature and origin. 

In the fubjects of this work, its firft beginning, in general, 
is in fome refle@tion or confideration about their fouls eftate ; 
whereupon the perfon is brought to have fome apprehenfion 
of his guilt and danger. To fuch confideration he is led by 
feeing others in diftrefs, and difcovering the caufe of it; by 
the preaching of the word, or fome other means he enjoys: 
hereuyon the body becomes affeéted with trembling, feeble - 
nefs, or failing of the ftrength, then finks down, or is fupport- 
ed by another.—He weeps, and often crics out. In many in- 
ftances the body is confiderably convulfed. “ Some become 
quite power lefs and without motion for a confiderable time, 
with little figns of life; the breathing very weak, fcarcely dif- 
cernible, and the pulfe faint. The bodily aff: Biions are {0 va= 
rious that they cannot we!l be particularly defcribed. From 
the accounts we have from other places where a like work 
has been going on, there appears to be a great fimilarity with 
refpeet to the bodily affe tions ; and as we have fo particular 
defcriptions of thofe given, narticularly of that ir the Carolinas, 
which may be {een in the §th number of the Magazine, it is 
unneceflary to enlarge here. I: is evident however, that thefe 
aff ‘Et: ions w¢ nerally,. if net univerfally, proceed fy om the exere- 
eife and concern of the mind; as we are not acquainted with 
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any inftance that has been inquired into, but what fome fuch 
ref tions or coufidcrations as are noticed above, have pre- 
ceded any vifible or fenfible afeQion of the body. Thefe 
bodily affeCtions appear not to have any prejudicial cff.& on 
the body. The fubjects declare that they are not pained at 
the time they are i nor have they any burttul confe- 
quences, not even upon the moit weakly, or thofe who are af- 
fected with nervous and hyfterical complaiuts. 

By the exprefiioas of the fubjeéts, they difcover the moft 
ferious exercife of mind. When they become affccted, gene- 
rally the firft outcry is about their fins, complaining of their 
exceeding wickednefs, the multitude and aggravation of their 
actual fins, and the dreadful pollution, enmity and perverfenels 
of their hearts. They have a fenfe of their great guilt in the 
fizht of God, and the dreadfulnefs of the punifhment to which 
fin expofes them. ‘They have apprehenfions that they are in 
danger of it immediately, and fometimes cry out under appre- 
henfions that they are juft finking into that dreadful place of 
torment. ' They appear alfo to have frequently clear views of 
the awiu! evil nature of fin, and its heinoufnefs in the fight of 
Gid. There ‘have been feveral inftances of their obtaining 
comfortable deliverance from their diftrefles, when by their 
expreffions they have appeared to have very clear difcoveries 
of the plan of falvation through Chrift ; of the glorious fuffi- 
ciency, fuitablenefs and excellency of the Redeemer ; and of 
the fulnefs and freedom of grace. Thefe things fome of them, 
even very young perfons, have exprefied in the manner fol- 
lowing’--O, the Lord Jefus is altogether gloricus and lovely! 
He is God and Man in one perfon. As man he obeyed the 
holy. law of God which we have broken, and fuffered and di- 
ed to fatisfy juftice, and his obedience and fuffering has the 
worth of Godhead in it; and now God can pardon any fin - 
ner that comes to him through Chrift. Jefus is a Prophet, 
Pricft and King; he is juft fuited to my cafe. O how is God 
glorified in this plan of faving finners! What a glorious and 
lovely Saviour is Chrift! I furrender myall to him, and take 
him for my all ; his grace is fufficient for all I need, and his 
covenant is {table and fure. Sin is a dreadful evil, difhonour- 
ing to God and contrary to his nature; but Jefus is able to 
fave from it: O he ds a precious Saviour !—Hereupen their 
fouls appeared to be filled with love, admiration, joy and felf- 
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abafement—with longing after Chrift, and longing that others 
might behold and embrace him; ; and hence have they fome- 
times, in the moft moving and preffing manner, called and 
urged finners to come to Chrift and experience the joys of re- 
ligion. 
This work alfo effe&ts a great and-vifible change in their 


lives and converfations, which will be related hereafter. 
To be continued ‘sz Ly 4 Ly Ce 
[ ] a CL /@. a alt & 
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REVIVAL of RELIGION in VERMONT. 
To the Editors of the Conneticut Evangelical Magazine. 


GENTLEMEN, 

SHOULD yon judge that the fo'lowing account of fome late revivals of 
relizion in the ftate of Vermont, is caiculated to edcif, the people of Gow, 
and fubferve the inrereft of Chriit’s kingdom, you may give it a place in 
your excellent Magazine, 


HE attention to religion in Vermont, the year paft, has 
been the moft general in the north-welt part of the 
ft aily in the counties of Addifon, Chittenden and Franklin: 
other parts of the ftate, however, have been conliderably fa - 
voured wi ith revivals. In thefe three counties, there are a 
number of wealthy, flourifhing towns, but many of the fettle- 
ments are in their infancy. There have been no verv great 
revivals of religion in thefe counties fince their firft  fettle- 
ment; confequently they have but few Chriftians, churches, 
or houfes of divine w orthip. The moral ftate-of the NE 2 
tants previous to the late religious attention, was jimilar to 
that in other new fettlements, where they do not enjoy the 
fiated means of grace. ‘There were a few excellent pious 
people feattered through the country, but the great body of 
the inhabitants were inattentive to the great concerns of eter- 
nity. 

God has been preparing the way for this revival of religion 
for many years. Miffionaries and fome ftationary minifters, 
who have preached in this country, have not laboured in vain; 
they have fowed the field which now produces a rich harveft, 
It is not uncommon to hear the converts of the laft year, date 
their convictions to fermons which they heard delivered years 
ago. Moft of the preachers of the gofpe!, who bave travelled 
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through thefe counties, are cited by the people as inftruments 
of awakening fome finners. “Phe progrefiion of the work has 
been uncommonly gradual. Ii can only be faid of the mini- 
fters who have preached in thts held ot labours the laft- year, 
that other men -have laboured, and they have entered into their 
Jabours. 

{n the fummer of the year 1800, finners, began, in fome 
places in this country, to make more than common inquiry 
avout the things of religion; particularly in the towns of Et- 
fex and New-Haven. From that time, fericus inquiries re- 
{pecting religion became more frequent and earneft; and the 
people of God were more given to prayer and other duties of 
religion; and there were frequently tome hopeful converfior:s. 
The profpects continued favourable ; and in the {pring of the 
year 18cr, the blefled work foread with light and power, 
Many finners have been convicted of their loft ftate, and ma- 
ny, it is believed, have come to a faving clofe with Chrift. 

The attention has been remarkable for its apparent genu- 
inenefs. No irregularities, 1 think, can juftly be charged up- 
on it. Sinners under awakening have been convinced of their 
danger, of the divine re€iitude, and of their loft ftate by na- 
ture. They have complained much of ftubbornnefs of heart, 
and fometimes fhewn the mott dreadful enmity againft God 
and the plan of falvation. When converted, they have fpoken 
much of their fins againft God, have appeared to loath them- 
felves as finners. A holy God, law and government, and all 
the truths of the gofpe!, have been exceeding pleafant to their 
fouis. At times they have been aftonifhed at the method of 
falvation through a Saviour. God’s works and ways have 
appeared new to them. ‘They wouid fay fometimes, [am in 
anew world; I can fee the glory of God ftamped upon the 
whole of ereation. The Bible alfo appeared new to them; 
and by their attention to it, one would think, they thought every 
Jine of it was worth a mountain of gold. All have not been 
brought to Chrift with equal clearnefs ; there bas been a great 
difference in this refpeét. Some have been under clouds, and 
gained evidence of their goad citate by degrees; others have 
been admitted to broad day-light at once, or feen Chrift to be 
the defire of their fouls, 

The revivals in thofe counties have not been fo general among 
the people, as they have been in fome parts of our land withina 
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few years. That the reader may form a juft idea of the exten- 
fivenefs of the late revival, an account fhall be given of all the 
Congregational churches in the three counties mentioned, and 
of the additions made to them the laft year. The church in 
Cornwall confifts of 132 members, 18 have been added with- 
in one year ; the Rev. Benjamin Wootter is their peftor. The 
church in Bridport has 63 members ; the Rev. Increafe Groves 
is their minifter: how many have been added to this church 
of late, is not accurately known; they have fhared in the late 
awakening. Middlebury church has 82 members, 53 have 
been added fince the late revival ; Mr. Atwater, the Prefident 
of the new College in that place, preaches for them ; his labours 

ave been hopefully crowned with fuccefs. The church in 
New-Haven has 49 members, 34 have been added fince the 
Jate revival. Monkton church has. 32 members ; the church 
at Hinfburgh has 13; no additions have been made to either 
of late. Waitsfield church has 30 members, g added fince the 
revival; the Rev. William Salifbury was ordained their mi- 
nifter in October laft. The church of Waterbury was or- 
ganized fince the late revival, it now confifts of 21 members. 
‘The church in Richmond was organized about the fame time; 
ithas 15 members. Effex church has 44 members, 28 have 
heen added fince the late revival. Wedfttord church has been 
formed fince the late revival, it now confifts of 34 members. 
The church in Georgia has 44 members, 22 have been added 
fince the late revival. Swanton church has been formed fince 
the late revival, ic has now 25 members. ‘There is a {mall 
church in Fairfield of 13 members, thefe have moftly been 
added of late. The church in Willifton has been increafed 
much of late. There is another church at Jericho, probably 
of about 30 members ; and another at Cambridge of about the 
fame number. The Rev. Ebenezer Kingfbury is paftor of 
the church at Jericho. There are two. churches more in the 
fouih-weft pare of Addifon county, but their numbers are 
fmall. There are no other regular Congregational churches 
in thefe three counties. 

In the late additions to thefe churches, fome have been add- 
ed who were old profeflors ; but the number of young converts 
who have not yet made a public profeffion of their faith, is great. 
Probably, therefore, one may form nearly a true eftimate of 
the late revival, by the numbers added to the various churches. 











eliztous. Intelligence Of 
In fome other parts of thefe counties, there has pees a gentle 
: eee the Holy Spirit, and numbers of people hopefully 
‘ 
in the fouthern parts of the ftate there have been fome re- 
rivals. Middletown, Poultney, and fome other towas in that 
vicinity, have experienced pleafant days, 1 in refpeat to the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. Alfo on the eaft fide of the Green 
| Mountain hes 9 FOE a power! iul work of gracein fome tow ns 3 
particularly in Bachan, where about one hundred fouls have 
been added to the Congregatio nal church, and fome with other 
denominations, Brookfield, under the prea aching of the Rev. 
Mr. Lyman, has had a réfrefhin 37 fhower, and Garis towns in 
that vicinity have been confiderably awakened. Ou the whole, 
the cloud of divine mercy has ftood over Vermont this year; 
at leaft there have been fome fma!! ones well ftored with divine 
grace, whofe contents have been poured down upon the hearts 
of men, 

Notwithftanding thefe revivals in fome parts of the ftate, 
the great body of the towns through that vaft country have 
remained uamoved. There is a great field opened to the 
HORS ard for miffionary labours. May Zion pray, that the 
great Jord of the harveft wou!'d fend torth his labourers. 


JEDIDIAH BUSHNELL, 


oS 


thie 91, fince which the Editors have heard of feveralh 
o:her places in which a particular ferivufnels is begun. 
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DEN MARE 


Letter from the Danifh Seciety for prop agaiing the Geo/pel, te 
the Miffionary Society ef London. 
Moff dearly beleved Brethren in Chrif, the vencrable Dire&ers 


of the Miffionary Saciets, 


RACE and peace be with you from God our Father, 
and Jefus our Saviour, and with all who truly call up- 
cu ¢tpe name of the Lerd. Aa 








he above account is brought down to the end of 
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At our general Annual Society, held the 11th of the Ca- 
lends of July, we read with deepeft emotions of heart your 
moft welcome letter of May 26th. Glory be to God, who fo 
mightily ftrengthened and exhilerated our hearts with the con- 
fidence given of your love and interceffion for us, and by that 
bleffed union of Spirit, in which we are truly one with you, 
The German Society of Bafil hath alfo communicated to us 
your very memearing epiftle to them, which hath ftimulated 
them to perfift, by the grace of J-fus, in the race fo happily 
and profze roufly bezun. In your letters, fo full of momen. 
tous intellizence, deareft brethren, we underftand they have 
been apcospanies with papers informing us, among other 
things, what you have been attempting abroad and at home, 
and What you further purpofe. But thefe papers have never 
reached us; why, we know not. What refrefhment, inftruc. 
tion, and cathe of prayer and thangfgivings would they not 
have afforded us! The lofs of them is truly grievous to us; 
having kindly defigned them for us, we cannot, deareft breth- 
ren, but apprize you of our d:fappointment. | 

Fuily perfuaded of your cordial participations in our bleff: 
ings, we with delight (thanks be to God our Saviour) can in- 
form you, that he continues, in the moft blefled manner, to be 
kind and favourable to us, and manifefted his prefence and be- 
ned:€tion in sur laf annual afiembly. The Lord was indeed 
in the mid‘t of us: we broke up with frefh courage and in. 
clinatiun for the wok. We areat prefent engaged in execu- 
ting the defigns entered upon at this meeting, from which, as 
far as it regads our great object, we entertain much hope, 
God the Saviour fupporting and giving his benedi€tion. We 

can alfo inform you, that we hope to form an affaciation with 
fome faithful witnefles for the truth in Sweden. There our 
little pam phicts, efpecially our Evangelical Magagine, are read 
with pleafure. 

In Norway, a peafant, whofe name is Hans Houge, with 
feveral like-minded affittants, travels abou‘, far and wide, 
preaching the gofpel with great earneftnefs and efficacy, as we 
are informed. During the two years paft, they have aweken- 
ed a great concern on the minds of many, fo thet the number 
of thofe who have by his meaas been led to a deep concern for 
their fouls, is frid to amount to 1800. Some of them, and 
Nans Houge himfc}f in the number, have been together, and 
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repeatedly feized and imprifoned; but when examined before 
the magiftrates, no criminal charge could be proved againft 
them, and they have been difcharged. We fully purpofe to 
gain a more explicit knowledge of, and acquaintance with 
thefe men, and wifh to be able tohelp them in the work. In 
Jutland, the beginning of a fimilar work of God appears, the 
iflue of which we wait. We rejoice greatly in your fraternal 
participation with us, deareft brethren, and are affured we fhall 
{hare in your fervent prayers to Gad for us. 

Since the edict publifhed by our gevernment refpe@ting the 
bounds of the liberty of the prefs, and the obedience due to 
magiftracy, the libels which very lately {warmed againft the 
Bible and Chriftianity, have been fomewhat reprefled; but 
the fatal principles of the new philofophy have long been dif- 
feminated, and extend their influence daily. WNeverthelefs, 
Jefus Chritt, the great Head of his Church, doth not forget 
the congregation of hisown upon earth. tic jaid the founda- 
tions of his church, and the gates of hell can never prevail 
avainft it! This {ure and happy hope, your letters, moft dif- 
tinguifhed brethren, tend ftrongly to confirm. 

With your kind leave, we beg to teftify our fervent defire 
to hear fome farther intelligence from you, and particularly 
re{pecting the papers you were fo kind to fund, but have not 
reached us, - 

May God the Saviour, forever adorabie, profper you and 
your Miffionary Society, deeply lying on our hearts, with all 
the defigns you plan and the labours you are engaged in for 
the glory of his holy name. 

Let brotherly love continue. 


For the Danifh Society for propagating the Gofpel, 
U, E. BOESEN, 
Faaberg, 6:h Auguft, ror. 
Ws. ODENSEE, 


IRELAND. 


SEVERAL Proteftant miffionaries have lately been itine- 
rating in Irelaud, and preaching the gofpel to the irifh Ca- 
tholics in their own language. Their labours have been at - 
tended with great fuccels, and many of that benighted nation 


have been brought to a knowledge of the truth as it is in Je- 
fus, Aa2 
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ia) SCOTLAND. 





























DURING the year 1801, there was a revival of religion 
in many placesin Scotland. ‘Lhe Jaft accounts from that 


country reprefent the work as flill progrefiing. 
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[ From the London Evangelical Magazine | 
A CRI I T |: iu RI tt) N. 
T HERE is nothing more common ina land like this, 


vhere Chriftianity is profefled by all ranks of peaple, 
anu eftablifhed as the religion of the > realm, than to hear per- 
fons expreis their hopes and expeCtations of going to heaven 
when they die ; and we freque ‘ntly m 52 with charaéters who 
give very little evid-nee of poll fing the grace of God, and 
who would yet be offended were a1 ny perfon to hint a dout 
of their falvation. But I would take the liberty of intreating 
all thefe into whofe ha inds thefe obfervations may fall, to fit 
down for one quarter of an ho Ur, and afk themfclves feriouily 
wiat kind of an heaven it is into which they would wifh to 
enter, when they are called to take leave of the prefent world? 
And I am pertuaded, if they will but be ingenuous, they will 
generally hnd the anfwer which their own hearts give to this 
qucftion, affords a good criterion, whereby they may judge of 
the truth or fallacy of their hopes. 

To inftance inatew particulars ; it is probable wat many 
perfons who are de pending upon their good moral characte: 
ittance into the regions of blifs, would find ee fuch 
an examination, that heaven itfelf would be no ftate of happi- 

is to them, if they could not enjoy the amufements of the 
card-table, the aflembly, sah the mafquerade 5 if they coud 


~—_ } 


not be allowed the priviie ge of trying the characters of their 
iO ie murs 2 tthe tr. bunal of the téa- table, and dei? Pov ing the 
reputations of all who happen to be more religious or Tefs po- 


lite than : arta ap. : and of eae 1g away thet me, which wa: 
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given them for the noblett purpofes, in idle chit-chat, empty 
is fignificane 5 and be trichablé. impe) tinence. Such may "the 
aflured that none of thefe things conftitute ae employment of 
glorified fpirits; and that as ‘the j inhabitants of heaven mutt 
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be made meet for its enjoyments,. befere they cam participate © 
in them, they i no right to hope for an admiffien there un- 
ef a great and univerfal nes takes piace in their difpofi- 
tions, their defires, and their hearts. 

Again; fome would have no objectic on to the kingdom a« 
bove, provided the devotions and religious exercifes of its fub- 
je&ts were limited to a few hours, at certain feafons ; but they 
would think it extremely unneceflary and tire fome, to be cen- 
tinually iinging the praifes of God, and uniting with his faints 
in telling the wonders of redecmi 1g love: ihete, too, "may de- 
pend on it, that unlefs by the 4, 548 of divine’ gtace their 
ears are changed, and brought to delight in foiritual employ. 

nents, their here will terminate in fheme an d eve ‘rlafting dif. 
appointment. We nafs over the chai aGterwho prefumes to” 
talk of hoping for falvatic n, while be is living in wickednefs, 
and violating every command of God; fince every one whe 
thinks at all, muft know that fuch a man is zing as incon+ 
fiftently as he who fhould fet his ho fe on fire, end ftand an 
inactive fpectator of the ravages of the flames, and-yet pretend 
to hope in the mercy of Ged ‘that it would not be confumed. 

But methinks I hear yonder weeping penitent exclaim, 
“¢ God knows I fee! fo much depravity and wickednefs in m 
heart ; fo prone ain I to wander from my déareft Lord, and ‘fo 
unfit in my own eftimation to enter into his Kingdoms, that | 
fcarcely dare to hope I thal! ever be admitted there; yet can 
appeal te him who knows every defire of my h leart, that the 
chief reafon why I long to be in heaven is, that 1 may si him 
more and ferve hit better; that I méy be freed fod all im~ 
Aig oo and pwrifted from every thing that is contrary to 
his will; and foend a who! le eternity in flinging 2} praile, mag- 
afte his love, end adoring that grace w hich has been ex- 
ended to 1G who feel myfelf to be the chief of finners.”? And 
is naa my dear reader. the refule of your fcrutiny ? Then take 
e comfort it offers you; beaffured that fuch defires were in- 
ipired | into your fou! by the God of grace and truth; and he 
who has begun the good work will carry it on ‘to the ei i 
W Hen the hope of the hyp« crite fhali perifia, and the vain con- 
fidence of the pharifee leave him to ehdlefs ruin, then fhall you 
lift up your head with Woy, and, through 1 the merits of your 
Re edeemer, be admitted into that world, where you fhall enjoy 


the {mies of his Cou intéhiance, and triump! h in ins love throug gh 
eternal agcs. Be ws 
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The Goodnefs of God, ec. 


[ From the London Evangelical Magazine. | 


The GOODNESS of GOD, 
AND CONFIDENCE IN HI> NAME, 


Pfal. xxxiv. 8. “ O taste and fee that the Lord is good; bleffed 


is the man that trusteth in him.’’ 


HE goodnefs of God is apparent to all men in the bleff- 
ings of nature and the favours of Providence; but to 
his people more efpecially in the riches of his grace, O how 
illuftrious and admirable is his goodnefs in fending his Son to 
redeem our finful fouls ; in publifhing his precious gofpel to 
enlighten our dark underftandings ;. in beftowing his bleffed 
Spirit to reyenerate our hearts, to fandi fy our mature, and to 
meeten us for the bright abetlés of everlafting blifs; in reco- 
vering poor backfliders ; and in preparing manfions of immor- 
tal glory for his redeemed ones, and that from. the foundation 
of the world! 
How ungrateful is it to be unmindful of fuck poodness : : 


but what fhall be faid to thofe who fin againft it? To con- 


emplate this inimitable goodnefs of a covenant-Geod in Chrift, 
is highly aoe ating and confolatory. “Ob! how great is 
his goodnefs! and how great is his beauty!’’ In fhorr, the 
goodnels of God is an angelic theme; angels celebrate it in 
fongs of triumphant joy. It is a river which always flows, 
and raverfle ws in bleffings to the whole creation. 

If men would enjoy this goodnefs, they fhould apply for it. 
& O tafte and fee that the Lord is good.” Apply by earneft 
prayer; call upon bim while he is near, by diligent attend- 
ance on a!l his ordinance s, perfevering with patience, waiting 
upon the Lord, and waiting his good pleafure.— oe tafte, is 
to take the cup of fal vation into your hand, and drink freely 
of the confolation, There is no danzer of excefa The man 
who exercifes a filial confidence in God, as his Godand Fa- 
ther throush Jefus Chrift, is a blefled man. The word declares 
it— Bleffed are all they that put their truft in bim,”—Ex- 


perience conarms it; believers, who live in near and blzfied 


communion with the ‘Fa: her sal with hig Son Jefus Chrift, 
know it and triumph in the truth. 

Truft in God is a very comprehenfive expreffion. Many 
fay they truf& in God, whofe lives. and aétions demonftcate 
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their ignorance, prefumption and folly. Truft in God includes 
knowledge of God. If there be no knowledge of him, there 
will be no confidence in him. It is, as the Pfalmift afferts, 
they that know his name will put their trustin him. Itin- 
cludes farth, faith in the bleffed gofpel, which encourages a 
poor fajlen finner totruf inthe very Seine he has offended. It 
includes prayer, prayer for the bleffings defired and expedted. 
A man who fays he trusts in God, but never prays to God, is 
a lar and thetruth isnotinhim. It includes patience; 2 dii- 
pofition of mind to wait, humbly to wait the Lord’s good 
pleafure; and a reconciliation to the divine will in difappoint- 
ments and crofs-providences : 
‘© Good when he gives, fupremely good, 


Nor ‘efs when he denies: 
E’en croff s+ from bis fovereign hand 


Are bicflings in di‘guife.” OLIGOS. 











POETRY. ae 
[From the Conneficut Evangelical Magazine.j 


The NEW-BIRTH£# 


{. WARK'D by Sinai’s awful found, 
My foul in guilt and thrall I found, 
And knew not where to go: 
O’erwhelm’d with fin, with anguifh flain, 
The finner muft be born again, 
Or fink to endlefs woe. » 


2. Amaz’d I ftood, but could not tell, 
Which way to fhun the gates of hell, 
For death and heil drew near: 
I ftrove indeed, bat ftrove in vain ; 
Toe finner mutt be born again, 
Still founded in mine ear 


3. When to the law I trembling fled, 
It pour’d its curfes on my head, 
I no relief could find; 
This fearful truth renew’d my pain, 
The fianer mut be born again, 
And whelm’d my tortur’d mind. 
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4. Again did Sinai’s thunder rell, 
And guilt lay heavy on my foul, 
A vaft, unwieldy load; 
Alas! I read, and faw it plain; 
The inner muft be born again, 
Or drink che wrath ef God. 


. The faints I héard ‘with rapture. teil, 

How jefus conquer’d death and hell, 
And broke the fowler’s {nare ; 

Yet when 1] found this trath remain, 

The finner muit be born again, 
Tiurk in deep defpeir. 

6. But while [ thus in anguith lay, 
Jcfus of Nazareth paft that way, 
And felt his pity move ; 

The finner by his juftice flain, 
Now by his grace is born again, 
And fings redeeming love. 
7. To heav’n the joyful tidings flew, 
The angels tun’d their harps anew, 
‘ Ant loftier notes did raife: 

All hail the Lamb, who once was flain, 
Unrumber’d millions born again, 
Shatigfhiout thine endlefs praile. 
PLP LLL LL AT 


The follewing LINES were cowpefed by a Servant Maid. nearly a century fre. 
{ Lond, Evang. M- Pe 
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SAYS Faith, ** Look yonder, fee the crown 
Laid wep in heaven above.’ 
Says Hope, “* Anon it fhall be mine ;’ 


aie long to wear’t,” fays Love. 


Defire faith, <‘ What! is there my crown? 
Then to that place I'll flee ; 
Icantot bear a longer fay, 
My ret I fain would fee.” 


s< But flay,” fays Patience, “ wait awhile, 
The crown’s for thofe that fizit ; 
The prize for thofe that ran the race, 
By faith and not by fight.” 


Thus Faith doth take a pleaiing view, 
Hope waits. Love fitsend fings, 
Defire, the flutters to be gone, 
But Patience clips her wisgs. YPSILON. 





Pa 


oe 















